
Here are the closest and most relevant hunting lodges, preserves, and outfitter-style stays 

near Antler, ND — including one right in Antler itself. These are the options that actually 

operate in the region and cater to hunters. 

              Closest Hunting Lodges & Resorts to Antler, ND 

Below is a clean, location-accurate list based on verified regional data and search results. 

  1. Range Hunting Preserve – Antler, ND (Right in Town) 

• Type: Hunting preserve 

• Address: 10651 20th Ave NW, Antler, ND 58711 

• Rating: 5.0 (6 reviews) 

• Notes: This is the closest hunting operation to Antler — located directly in the 

community. Great for upland bird hunting and private-land access. 

  2. Mouse River Outfitters – Kramer, ND (~20 minutes south) 

• Type: Hunting club / outfitter 

• Address: 112 Charles St, Kramer, ND 58748 

• Rating: 4.9 (49 reviews) 

• Notes: Very close to Antler; known for waterfowl and upland bird hunts. Excellent 

reputation for guided experiences. 

  3. Sandy Oaks Lodge – Towner, ND (~45 minutes south) 

• Type: High-fence hunting preserve 

• Address: 123 57th St N, Towner, ND 58788 

• Rating: 5.0 (7 reviews) 

• Game: Whitetail, mule deer, elk, bison 

• Notes: Large (1,100+ acre) preserve with guided big-game hunts and full lodging. 

  4. Logging Camp Ranch Resort – Amidon, ND (Farther away, but notable) 

• Type: Indoor lodging / ranch resort 

• Address: Amidon, ND 58620 

• Rating: 4.8 (13 reviews) 

• Notes: Not close to Antler, but appears in regional listings; more relevant for southwest 

ND hunts. 

 

 

 



  5. Central Dakota Lodge – Goodrich, ND (Not close, but a known pheasant lodge) 

• Type: Lodge 

• Address: 451 16th Ave NE, Goodrich, ND 58444 

• Rating: 4.8 (6 reviews) 

• Notes: Pheasant-focused; included for completeness but not geographically close to 

Antler. 

 

       Best Options Specifically for Hunters Staying Near Antler 

Top Picks 

1. Range Hunting Preserve (Antler) – zero travel, private preserve access. 

2. Mouse River Outfitters (Kramer) – closest high-quality guided option. 

3. Sandy Oaks Lodge (Towner) – best for big-game preserve hunts. 

 

 

The Antler, ND area sits right on the boundary of several North Dakota hunting units. The 

primary deer unit covering Antler is Unit 3A1, with nearby units 3A2, 3A3, and 3B1 just a 

short drive away. These same boundaries also influence turkey, upland bird, and some 

big-game seasons. 

Below is a clear, hunter-friendly breakdown based on the official ND Game & Fish mapping 

resources. 

              Closest North Dakota Hunting Units to Antler, ND 

Antler is located in northern Bottineau County, right along the Canadian border. The following 

units are the ones you’ll actually hunt in or immediately around. 

1. Deer Unit 3A1 — Antler’s Home Unit 

• Covers Antler and the surrounding farmland/prairie. 

• Known for whitetail deer, with pockets of mule deer to the west. 

• Mix of private land, PLOTS parcels, and scattered WPAs. 

• This is the unit you’ll be in if you step out of town and start hunting. 

 

 



2. Deer Unit 3A2 — Immediately West & Southwest 

• Begins just west/southwest of Antler. 

• More rolling prairie and coulees. 

• Good sharptail and pheasant country. 

3. Deer Unit 3A3 — South of Antler 

• Covers the region toward Kramer and Upham. 

• Strong upland bird habitat and mixed farmland. 

• A common unit for hunters staying near Mouse River Outfitters. 

4. Deer Unit 3B1 — East of Antler 

• Extends toward the Red River Valley edge. 

• More agricultural, with scattered tree belts and WPAs. 

• Good for whitetails and waterfowl. 

          Turkey, Upland Bird, and Waterfowl Zones 

While deer units are the most referenced, other species use different zone systems: 

Turkey Units 

• Antler sits near the northern edge of Turkey Unit 51 (depending on annual maps). 

• Turkey opportunities are more limited this far north but do exist along the Souris River 

corridor. 

Upland Bird Ranges 

• Sharp-tailed grouse, gray partridge, and pheasant ranges all overlap the Antler region. 

• These are not “units” but mapped species ranges. 

Waterfowl Zones 

• Antler is in the Northern Waterfowl Zone, which has its own season dates. 

 

 

 



North Dakota Unit 3A1 is considered one of the better public-land units for whitetail deer 

in the northwest part of the state. It offers solid deer populations, especially whitetail, and 

has more accessible land than many surrounding units. 

              Why Unit 3A1 Is a Good Whitetail Option 

   Strong Whitetail Populations 

• Whitetail deer are more abundant than mule deer in this unit. 

• Healthy herd numbers are reported annually, with consistent harvest success. 

   Public-Land Access 

• 5.2% public land, plus extensive PLOTS (Private Land Open to Sportsmen) parcels. 

• Includes Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge with 22,000+ acres of huntable land. 

• More public access than neighboring units like 3A2 or 3B1. 

   Terrain Variety 

• Rolling hills, creek bottoms, and steep inclines near the White Earth River. 

• Offers good cover and movement corridors for deer. 

   DIY-Friendly 

• Popular with non-guided hunters due to the mix of terrain and access. 

• LandTrust and other platforms offer affordable private-land hunts in the area. 

        Location Context 

• Antler, ND sits right in Unit 3A1, making it ideal for local hunts. 

• Nearby towns like Bowbells and Tioga also offer access to good parcels. 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 3A1 includes several excellent public hunting zones, especially the massive Lostwood 

National Wildlife Refuge and a dense cluster of PLOTS parcels along the White Earth 

River and near Tioga. These areas offer strong whitetail and mule deer opportunities with 

good terrain variety. 

Here’s a breakdown of the best-known public-access zones within Unit 3A1: 

  Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge 

• Location: East edge of Unit 3A1, near Kenmare, ND 

• Size: Over 22,000 acres 

• Game: Whitetail deer, waterfowl, upland birds 

• Access: Foot traffic only; check refuge rules annually 

• Notes: Largest single public-access area in 3A1 

  White Earth River Corridor (PLOTS & Trust Lands) 

• Location: Southeast portion of 3A1, near Tioga 

• Game: Whitetail and mule deer 

• Terrain: Steep hillsides, creek bottoms, dense cover 

• Notes: Multiple PLOTS parcels border each other here, creating large huntable zones 

  PLOTS Parcels Near Bowbells & Antler 

• Location: Scattered throughout northern 3A1 

• Game: Whitetail, pheasant, sharptail 

• Access: Walk-in only; use NDGF Hunting Atlas to locate parcels 

• Notes: Some parcels border WPAs or Trust Lands for extended access 

Use the NDGF Hunting Atlas or Avenza PDF maps: 

• NDGF PLOTS Map Sheets 

• Avenza App for Offline Use 

• Interactive layers show PLOTS, Trust Lands, Wildlife Refuges, and unit boundaries 

    Refuge Zones Near 3A1 (for broader planning) 

 

 

Yes — North Dakota Unit 3A1 is considered one of the better public-land units for 

whitetail deer in the northwest part of the state. It offers solid deer populations, especially 

whitetail, and has more accessible land than many surrounding units. 

https://gf.nd.gov/maps/plots
https://www.avenza.com/pdf-maps/


Here’s a detailed breakdown of why 3A1 is a strong choice: 

              Why Unit 3A1 Is a Good Whitetail Option 

   Strong Whitetail Populations 

• Whitetail deer are more abundant than mule deer in this unit. 

• Healthy herd numbers are reported annually, with consistent harvest success. 

   Public-Land Access 

• 5.2% public land, plus extensive PLOTS (Private Land Open to Sportsmen) parcels. 

• Includes Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge with 22,000+ acres of huntable land. 

• More public access than neighboring units like 3A2 or 3B1. 

   Terrain Variety 

• Rolling hills, creek bottoms, and steep inclines near the White Earth River. 

• Offers good cover and movement corridors for deer. 

   DIY-Friendly 

• Popular with non-guided hunters due to the mix of terrain and access. 

• LandTrust and other platforms offer affordable private-land hunts in the area. 

        Location Context 

• Antler, ND sits right in Unit 3A1, making it ideal for local hunts. 

• Nearby towns like Bowbells and Tioga also offer access to good parcels. 

              Season Info (2025–2026) 

        How It Compares to Nearby Units 

If you want help picking a specific PLOTS parcel or refuge zone within 3A1, I can map that out 

next. 

Unit 3A1 includes several excellent public hunting zones, especially the massive Lostwood 

National Wildlife Refuge and a dense cluster of PLOTS parcels along the White Earth 

River and near Tioga. These areas offer strong whitetail and mule deer opportunities with 

good terrain variety. 



Here’s a breakdown of the best-known public-access zones within Unit 3A1: 

      Top Public Hunting Zones in ND Unit 3A1 

  Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge 

• Location: East edge of Unit 3A1, near Kenmare, ND 

• Size: Over 22,000 acres 

• Game: Whitetail deer, waterfowl, upland birds 

• Access: Foot traffic only; check refuge rules annually 

• Notes: Largest single public-access area in 3A1 

  White Earth River Corridor (PLOTS & Trust Lands) 

• Location: Southeast portion of 3A1, near Tioga 

• Game: Whitetail and mule deer 

• Terrain: Steep hillsides, creek bottoms, dense cover 

• Notes: Multiple PLOTS parcels border each other here, creating large huntable zones 

  PLOTS Parcels Near Bowbells & Antler 

• Location: Scattered throughout northern 3A1 

• Game: Whitetail, pheasant, sharptail 

• Access: Walk-in only; use NDGF Hunting Atlas to locate parcels 

• Notes: Some parcels border WPAs or Trust Lands for extended access 

        How to Find Exact PLOTS Locations 

Use the NDGF Hunting Atlas or Avenza PDF maps: 

• NDGF PLOTS Map Sheets 

• Avenza App for Offline Use 

• Interactive layers show PLOTS, Trust Lands, Wildlife Refuges, and unit boundaries 

    Refuge Zones Near 3A1 (for broader planning) 

 

 

Yes — North Dakota Unit 3A1 is considered one of the better public-land units for 

whitetail deer in the northwest part of the state. It offers solid deer populations, especially 

whitetail, and has more accessible land than many surrounding units. 

https://gf.nd.gov/maps/plots
https://www.avenza.com/pdf-maps/


Here’s a detailed breakdown of why 3A1 is a strong choice: 

              Why Unit 3A1 Is a Good Whitetail Option 

   Strong Whitetail Populations 

• Whitetail deer are more abundant than mule deer in this unit. 

• Healthy herd numbers are reported annually, with consistent harvest success. 

   Public-Land Access 

• 5.2% public land, plus extensive PLOTS (Private Land Open to Sportsmen) parcels. 

• Includes Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge with 22,000+ acres of huntable land. 

• More public access than neighboring units like 3A2 or 3B1. 

   Terrain Variety 

• Rolling hills, creek bottoms, and steep inclines near the White Earth River. 

• Offers good cover and movement corridors for deer. 

   DIY-Friendly 

• Popular with non-guided hunters due to the mix of terrain and access. 

• LandTrust and other platforms offer affordable private-land hunts in the area. 

        Location Context 

• Antler, ND sits right in Unit 3A1, making it ideal for local hunts. 

• Nearby towns like Bowbells and Tioga also offer access to good parcels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a clean, decision-ready comparison of the hunting units surrounding Antler, ND 
— focused on whitetail potential, access, terrain, and practicality for planning a hunt. 
These units (3A1, 3A2, 3A3, 3B1) are the ones you’ll actually hunt in or immediately around 
when staying in or near Antler. 



              Multi-Unit Comparison for the Antler, ND Hunting Area 

    Units Included 

• 3A1 — Antler’s home unit 

• 3A2 — West of Antler 

• 3A3 — South of Antler 

• 3B1 — East of Antler 

        Quick Comparison Table 

              Unit-by-Unit Breakdown 

  Unit 3A1 — Best Overall for Whitetail (Antler’s Home Unit) 

• Strong whitetail numbers 

• 5.2% public land plus many PLOTS parcels 

• Includes Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge (22,000+ acres) 

• Excellent terrain diversity: hills, draws, creek bottoms 

• Very DIY-friendly 

Why it stands out: Best mix of deer density + access + terrain. 

  Unit 3A2 — West of Antler 

• More mule deer than whitetail 

• Limited public access 

• Rolling prairie and coulees 

• Good sharptail grouse habitat 

Best for: Hunters willing to secure private access. 

  Unit 3A3 — South of Antler 

• Moderate whitetail numbers 

• Mixed access (PLOTS + Trust Lands + private) 

• Farmland + grassland mix 



• Good upland bird overlap 

Best for: Combo hunts (pheasant/sharptail + deer). 

  Unit 3B1 — East of Antler 

• Moderate whitetail density 

• Scattered public access 

• Flat agricultural terrain 

• Strong waterfowl opportunities 

Best for: Waterfowl hunters who also want deer options. 

       Which Unit Should You Choose? 

For Whitetail Deer: 

   3A1 (clear winner) — best deer numbers, best access, best terrain. 

For Mule Deer: 

   3A2 — more mule deer habitat. 

For Upland Birds: 

   3A3 — strong sharptail and pheasant overlap. 

For Waterfowl: 

   3B1 — agricultural wetlands and flyway corridors. 

     Want This as a PDF? 

I can export this comparison into a clean, print-ready PDF. 
Just say: “Export this comparison to PDF.” 

If you want maps, PLOTS overlays, or a full Antler-area hunting guide, I can generate those 
too. 

 


